
365 

S•n Antonio Railroad Company, approved Sept. 5, 1850: read 
fir6t and second ti111c» and referred to the con11nittce on Iuternal 
l1n pro\·cu1ents . 

.:\.. 1ncssage y,·as rccei \'Cd fro1n the Ctucrnor, transn1i~ting tho 
11llo\rin" co1J1u1n11ication: 
~:enilen~n ':!~ tluJ ~Senate 

and /louse of llep1·escntattves: 
1 trans1nit lH!rC\vith a further repurr. frun1 tlie (Jonunissionoera 

to prepare n. Cu<le, au1cnding, supplyi:ig, revising, digesting 
;ind arranging the lan·s, ciYil and c_ri1niual. 

'j'J1i:3 repvrt (~tu braces ': i\ 1\;nal <Jude," precet:ed by it rep0rt 
vf the Cu111111issio11crs, (;XplanatvrY or the ch~uiµ;cs \Yhich it. 
111ake~ in our pn..:s1.·11t l:nrs; and of the principles ~~·liicl.t gniJed 
the111 in il5 prcpar11tin11. 

I /J;<.\·c gi,·e11 this ()vdc a careful cxruninatiou, an<l ha\·c no 
hcsitatii:11t In rccoru111eu:ling it tUr ytJnr 1.11..lopti'>n. 

fl'wo hundred copic.:. ot the ruport a11<l Code linvc 11een 
pri11tcd, \ .. ..Jiich arc subjctt to the di:-5positlon of the t\ro l1ouseE!. 

'l'he r~\·i:;ion of the Ue11e1 :ll Statutes is nu\V beiog: pubii:5licd, 
aud as soon as couipleted \Yiil be scut in. 

E. ii'!. PEASE. 
()n rnotion of ilfr ·raylor, of (~nss, tho co11nuunicatioH \\":li 

r!JCrreJ to the co11uni1ti..:c on the .J udici:JrY. 
Ou 1notiu11 of .\lr \Veatherli.Jrd: the Se~1atc adjourned until 

t~J·lllOI'l'O\V LO i\. i\I. 

rrhc Senate 
nd,i•.Jll l'llillCllf. 

present. 

F1UD.\ YJ .lA:\"CARY lSth, 1850. 
\Vas C<ll:ed to aider, by lhe Preside11t p1irs:11a11t to 
I>raycr Uy the Cliapl.:i.in-rull ca!lr.t.1~quorurn 

1'he lf on rnal l,f yesterday \rns read and ndopted. 
~Jr lHal'lin prcse11tc<l 1he petition of 1[ary Jackson; ref~rrrd 

to the con11nitlt!I..' 011 pu b!ic lauds. 
,..\.lso 1 the. petition uf fico. \Valts ''"{nlket• j rcfcrre<l to 1J1e 

connnittee on private Ja11d clnin1s no. 1. 
l1n 1uotion of ~'Ir l~ott, a joint resolution u1;:~king an appro­

priation of B515JS 10 to 111ect certain expenditures incnrrecI Ly 
the peniteutiary-.....\vas tal~en up, reL'.d a11d ordered lo be en­
grossed. 

On 1not1on of 1'fr Jfurtin, the rule \\·as suspended, bill read 
third tin1e and pnsied. 

On tnorion of i\lr f>aJmcr, a bill f11r the relief of tl1e (}a\ve5ton 
and Red lfo·cr Hail Road company, and supplemcnlnry lo the 
several acts incorporilting said cornpany, \Vas taken np and the 
amendments of the House, concurred iu by the following vote: 



Y us.-Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burronghs, Do~·ne, 
Planagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, :McCulloch, Mar\i.0:1)•~aY­
er1ck, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarb~rough, S11pet"l•1e,_ 
Tuylor ot Cass, Weathepford, Whitaker, White, and Wren-.l!~. 

NAvs.-Mr Millican,-1. 
Mr Martin, from the committee on State affairs,, made t!f~. 

following report: , 
The committee on Stnte affairs, to which was referred " bill 

for the relief of James M. Ri!!g•, find that it is a compensation · 
to the said Riggs for his services as District Clerk of th.e con.Tl 
in which the two cases of the Slate of Texas versns Charles F. 
Mercer, and the Stute of 1'exas, vs: Carrol ~nd }'!ercer, were 
tried. k'rom the evidence of the Attorney General, and other 
evidence berore the con1mittee of the most satisfactory charnc­
ter-1 am therefore instructed lo recommend the accompanying 
substitute and the passage of the bill. 

On motion of J\Ir Maltin, the rule was suspended, report taken 
up and the substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was further suspended. 
Bill read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed .. 

On motion of Mr Tavlor, of Cass, A Bill to incorporate the 
city of Marsball was taken up. 

On motion of M,. Taylor, the Senate concurred in the amend­
ment of the House to the 4th section and refused to concur in 
the amendment to the 15th section. .. 

Mr Allen introduced a Bill to amend the 7th section of "al) 
act to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted 
volunteers that were mustered into the service of the State. of 
Texas on the 1st da.v of November, A. D. 1854, under a requi­
sition of Brernt Major General Persifer F. Smith, and to_pay 
the expenses incurred by said companies, approved Januar,r 
H, 1856. Heau lst time. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended and B\l\ read 
second tiine. 

On motion of Mr Grime,•, the Bill was referr.ed to the Com­
mittee on claims aud accounts. 

Mr Martin introduced a Bill.concerning the School Lal\d.il or 
Navarro County. Read first and second timea and referrea t!> 
the committee on Public Lands. .. 

Mr Hord, Chairman of the Committee on State. AJ,f~1rs~.\o 
which was referred a Bill to provide for the purch~se ~,l;.~~e~ 
hundred copies of the Texas Digest for the use of the 31a_te; r~-
ported tho same bnck and recommended its passai!.I';. . , 

Mr Russell from the committee on Engrossed Bi.fli!,'report~d 
u correctly engrossed, A Bill for the relief of Jaml)S 1\f Rigg, 
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~nd a joint resolution making nn approvrieltion of $5,548 to 
1neet certain expenditures tna<lo for the Penitentiary. 

!t1r Allen1 chair1nan of the co1n1nittec on Enrolled Bills, re­
ported correctly enrolled, properly signed, nud this dny pre­
seute<l to the Go1crnor, 1\ Bill to incor.J1orate the Town of Lin~ 
den, in Cnss county, Texas: A Bill forthcreliefofE WTbom­
nson, Wm W 13yae, Richard 'l' JJarnett and .John 0 ()lark : A 
Bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the tow:i of L:i 
Grange, in the county of Fayette; and t:.. Uill to cstnblish and 
incorpornte a Jjterary_ Institution, under the supervision nntl 
control of the Eastern 'I1cxfls .. Annual Conference, locnte<l at or 
near the to\Vll of Gihnorc, -Upshur county. 

Ol~DEltS OF THE DAY. 
Report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a Bill for the 

relief of the young n1cn of lled Jiivcr and Ln.1nar counties, of-
1cri ng a su bsti tutc therefor; read 

On tnotion of i\'Jr 'l'aylvr, of _Fannin, tho substitute ,\·as laitl 
on the table by the following vote: 

Y EAs-~\Ie~srs 1\llcn, Bnrruuglis, Cnid\vcll, Cf rimes, 1\{cCulw 
loch, i'.\'Javerick, ~lillic::n, Pirkey: I!u'3.:::cll: Scarboroughi 11ayl0r 
of Cass, 'l1aylor, of l~-.annin, \V cather.ford, \Vhit.-iker and \\r rcn. 
15. NA \fs-:-.11-Icssrs i\rn1strong, 13rynn, F'lanngnn, Guinn, l·lill, 
Lott, McDadc, l'al.ner, 'l'n1it and White-10. 

Mr White moved to lay the bill on the table, lost by the tol­
lon·ing vote: 

YEAs-1Icssrs Br.ran, F'Ianngan~ Grirnciil, Guinn, 1-Iill1 Lott, 
MeDadc, Millican, Palmer aml Whitc-10. · 

NAYs-Mcssrs Allcn 1 1\_i·1nstrong1 Cnldwell, ~·Javcrick, Pir· 
key, 1{usscl, Scnrborongh, Snpervielc1 'I'ri.ylor, of Cnss, 1'aylor, 
of li'aunin, rl'rnit, \Yeathcrforfj, \\"hit.'.lker an1.l \.Y rcn-lil. 

Mr Hill moved to amend the cnption of the bill by adding 
Fayette, A us tin and C~o!0rado. 

Mr l•,lnnagan n1ove<l to nn1cnd the nn1encl1nent by adding. 
"and that tiltl county of l:usk be inclmled in the benefits of this 
net." Lost. 

Mr Hill's mnonc1111011t was tl1en adopted. 
The Senate refused to engro.~s the bill by the follo\l'ing vote: 
YEAs-J\Iessrs -1\lleri, Annstrong, Calchrc111 .i\fartin, l::>irkey, 

Russel, Scarborons:11, 'laylor, ui' Cass, rl'ay1or, ot Fannin, 1-'rnit, 
'Venthcrford, \Vhitaker nnd '\1ren-13 NAY~-Mcssrs Bry-­
an, ])oanc, I<~lanagan, C~rin1cs,. Guinn, Jiill, Lott, Jl1cCulloch, 
McD>de, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Snpervicle and Whito, 
-14. 

On rnotion of ltlr 1lrmstrong, thti Senate concurred in the 
amendment of the House to a bill for the relief ot' Joab B Ifat· 
rel, Sheriff of Williamson county. 
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1'hc J~cpnrt ofthecomtnittec on the .Jndicinry on a Bill for 
the relief of the pc•_) pie of Na\·:irro cnanty, reporting a stibsti­
tute tlit'-rcfur~ \r:ts rcttd and t!ic substitntJ adopted. 

i\'lr 'f'ayl1)r, of Fa-nninl lllO\"Ud tu n .. di;r the ei!l to the com1nit~ 
tee on F~inancc-lost. • 

J'lr J):d11Jcr ofl'el'ed tlic i'ulJo,ri11,z n1llr:ndn1cnt to conJe in nt 
the end of tile tirst scction-"l)ru\·ided thrrt 8<tid taxes: shall bo 
applied tir:5t-tO the Cl'l!{:.dOn of ,good aEd snl_istantia1 public 
1Juildings1 or to' the 1•ay111ent f1,r the sanlL'1 if aii·cady etet:ted, 
and nut paid 1;J1·~ and aftl'r\rards t•J such g-enci·:d purposes as 
nin.y be dire1:t'l~d Ly tli0 county c1.1urts of t!1c respective coun-
1ics.-..:\.(h1ptcd. · 

rl'IJc hill \r;ts thcu ordered tiJ iJc cn:::;rr1.s.~cd b-r the foJJO\\'inu 
vc1Lc: YEAs-."\le:e~1:s Aru1:~tr(l11µ, Bry;ui, Do~tnc, Jflanaga1~ 
(iu1nn, llill, Lotr.,!~JcCnll0ch. ~lc:.:lhttle, ~lat·tin, ~1~~v1Jrick, i\liJ. 
lican, l'aJ1ner. _Pirkcr, l-'<Jttcr1 'l'aylor, qf Cns.'3~ 'J'rnit anJ \Veath· 
ertord-18. ?{.\YS-~ft:ssrs A!len1 L'al<hvell1 {'.frin1cR, ltusiiel, 
'l'aylor. of l[ouston, \\TJiitaker, '\1hitc and Wrcn-8. 

)\fr \f}iite oHCrcd the tiJl!on·in•r te.soluti1_,!J: 
llesolved, 'J1/1at ai'I t!Jo Li!!a oufhc Pre~id~nt,'s table coucera~ 

ing pl'i\·ate rel le!', cha1·tl•rsi \_\:-c., \\'hicl1 can he disposed of 'vith· 
oe_t dt~batc, ])r! taken alld finally di..;poscd of: before bills which 
mil be debated. 

On motion of ~Lr White tile rnle W'.\S 'suspended, nnd the res­
olution adopted. 

A bill fur tlw relief cf R A. Powdrell; read tllir<l time, and 
passed. 

A bill to ch<inue the nnine of Susan P. Caunon1 to tlH1t of 
St1san r•. C(10k; .l\':td, and pil::;.Sed to a. t!iird Z'C~l<ling. 

(Jn n1oliou of i\.Lr (;uiau tt1e rule \ras suspend1!d) bill read 
third ti:ue, and pabsed . 

.i\ Lil! fo:· tlic r1.:lief of l)l)llin 1'1lcJ\in1it·y: rend second tiu1c, 
and passe<l to a third re.:tdinµ-. 

On motion of }.[r Allen tbc rule was suspended, bill read 
third tinJe, :ind passed. 

A bt~I tJ incorporntc Walker Lodge Na. 10, of the I. 0. O. 
f 1

., with the an1eudn1cnts otfered by the counniltce on Sta.Ce 
affairs. 

On niotion of ~-Ir (t·rimes the an1endn1cnt ,,~as adopted. 
'1'he bill \vas t!·1cn passed ton third reading. . 
On 1n0Liu11 ol' .\lr (1.rirues tlie rule \Vas ~nspended, b11I read 

third ti1ue1 niu1 passed by the fo!lo\Ving vote ; • 
YEA.s-~\lc;,srs. :-\lien, 1\.r:nsCtl>ug-~ Uurroll~hs, Caldv;cll, 

"[)oane, L·'Ja11a;~nn 1 G1·i1nes, Gninn, lli!!, T.ott; i\IcCul!och, ~{c­
].Jadc, i\-l::iveriek, .1f1llican, Paliner, I)irki:.y~ Rnssell, rraylor o 
C:iss, 'fr11i1, Wcatherl(ml, Whitaker, aud Wllite-22. 
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NAn-Mr Wren-1. 
A bill to incorporate Joh\! M. Gib,.n Lodge No. t3, of I. O., 

0. F.; read, and passed to a third reading. · 
On motion of l\[r Guinu the rule "'as suspended, bill rend 

third time, and pa::sed by the foltu1r1n~ vote : 
Y EAEi-illessrs ... t\rrnstrong, i~r. ,1n, ·r:a1d\YeH, Doane, 1~\ana­

p;an, Grin1es, (Tuitlll) llil!, l.uLt} McCulloch, l[cDad·~, l\fartin, 
Maverick ~fillican, .Paln1er, Pirkey1 J~nsse!I, Snpervicle, Tay­
lor of Ca~s, 'l,nylor of J·'nnnin, 'J,r11it 1 \Veathcrfon1, \.Vbitukcr, 
and White-24. 

NAYs-Mr W'ren-t. 
A bill for the relief of John A. Wells; read second time, ••d 

ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion o( Mr :McCulloch the rn\e\vas sitspended, bill 

read third time, and passed. 
Report ot the cornn1i1tee on the petition of l\'fartin Crow, re­

conHnending its rejection_; read, and adopted. 
A bill for the relief of B. W. Moore; read third time, nud 

passed. 
A bill directing the payment of certain ]JUblic debt ccrtificat~s 

therein nleruioned; read third ri1ne1 and passod. 
A biH for thee relief of J·arnes Reason ; read second tin1e, and 

ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion ot' Mr Hill the rule \\'Os suspended, bill read third 

tiine, and passed. 
A bill for tho relief or the heirs oc William Watson. deceased: 

read second ti1ne1 and ordered to be engrossed. ' , 
On motion of Mr Pirkey tile mle wns suspen<led, bill read 

third tiine, and passed. 
Bill for the rolief of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, de­

ceased ; read second tin1e1• nnd ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr Hill tlie l'l1k was suspended, bill read third 

time, nnd passed. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Frnncis Mayhm, deceased 

read second ti1ne~ and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of .Mr Hill the rnle w"s su•pended, bill read third 

time, and pussed. 
' A bill to authorize John 0. Pcttigrc\v anJ }if(\rgaret PcttiO'rew 
to adopt nnd na1ne n cerlain cbild; read second litne, and or­
dered to be engros~er.1. 

On motion Of lllr Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill reau 
third ti1ne1 ;.\nd passed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas .J. Rusk, and James JI. Stair; 
read seco11<l rirnc, and ordered lo be ctJgrossed. 

On motion of Mr Whitaker the rule was _suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. 
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Ilcport of the con1n,ittce nn l•'inanCQ: on the rctition of the 
citizens 'Jf Con1nl cnniity; ll'.it.1 1 nud on rnotion ol ~1r (;ttinn, 
laiJ nn tile table. 

'l'he rep1.1rt i)r ::n.: t..:tlnirnittee on pnliiic U~bt on the petition nf 
Ra:idull Ju!lcs \\'::.:; 1-,._a.j 1-:L1:d on n1otir.n 1..1f ?\1~ Dryan laid onlhc 
ta~Je. 

l~eportof the con1111ittee on private lan~1 cl:litns NL'. 11 on the 
pet ii ion of .:\sa J)ossett; read. · .. 

()ll IUO!inn of ).fr (;Uillll l\it~ report and p~tl\!Otl \VCrC re-re­
ferred to t.lu~ cointnittec on prlvnte !and ci,Li111:-; 1 J.\o. l. 

A bill to incot'purate the lo\Vll l)f 'l'exana ~ rea<l first tin1e. 
OtJ n1ntto11 of ;\Jr 'l'n·tlor of L'nss tile rule \Vns susiicuded, 

Uill read seeoud ti111z, and pa<;st~tl tri u third rend in~. 
On n1ution of' ,\Ir \\'liitt! the rule \Vns turther suspended, 

hill re<.1d third ti1ne arid pa:;;sed. 
_...\_ bill to ineorponLLC tile licndcrsou l•"'etnale Col!1'ge; rend 

first tin1e. 
Un 1notion or hlr l·~!nnilga11 the rule \\'HS S!JSpcuded, ri11U bill 

rend :second tiu1c. 
On n)otion of l\lr l'o1h~r the :--ecC1nd section of the bill \Vfl~ 

an1endcd by striking ont the \\'llrds 1
• f'ree fro111 ta~;l.liCJn." 'l'he 

bil\ \VUS !hen pns~t·t.l to a thin.l n~ndin~. 
On 1n1>tion of .\Ir l•'laD:1ga11 lite r1~le \vas further Etispt11dcd 

bill read third ti1ne, and pas.~ed by the follt)\\·i11g \.'Ole: 
\"1·:As-tilessrs. 1\l!eu 1 Bi·yan, ]~nn·011qhs, Cnldwell, Donne, 

l"lanagan 1 Gri111es1 (-luinu. llill: 1-tnrd, l,ott, ?i!cC1~lloch) ~'le .. 
Dade, 1\!arti11, i\'laverick, 1fi!\ic:u1, Paltner: .Pirkey, Potter, ltns­
sr.l!, Supcrviele1 1\iylnr of C:i:-s, 'l'ruit: \Vcatherlurd, \Vliitakcr, 
'Vliite, ~nd \Vl'cu-:21. 

}.j~AY~-.\lr t\rn1stn111g-l . 
..:\ 1nessage \\·ns recei\'ed fro1n the Clovernor~ lran::niitting the 

following cu1unnu1ication: 

Gen.tltn1tri of tlie .~~riatei 

I~Xl~Ct:"T1YE OFFICE,) 

Ausn:<, Jan. lStli, 1S5u. f 

and /Joust of lleprr:sentativcs: 
I return here\vith to the Scnnte1 in ,vJiich it originated, ' 1 aa 

act amending nn.J suppl_ernenlary to an act amending nnd sup­
ple1neuta.ry to an act to 111corporatc the I-fcnderson nnd Bnrk­
ville l~ail 1{oad,'1 1l'his charter \Vas granted on the 10th day of 
February, 18.)2, and antliorizcd the construction of n Railroad 
from the to\VD of I-Icndcrso11, in linsk county: through Shelby 
and Sau Augustine counties to Burkrille. 'l'hc road \Vas to be 
co1nmcnced \Yi thin two years, unc.l if not cornpleted \vithin five 
years, the charter \Vas to be null. 'J'he co111pany were to have 
eight sections of land for each mile of road constructed. 



On the ~7t!1 of .January) 18.J.l, this ch3rler \\·as l\!llended, HIH! 
the c nnpat!Y \\'<l.s a11thnri;:r:d 10,coa.;trnct i1-> road, conll11e11(:ing on 
G.dveston Itty or \\r l:St side of Sahr He L~ke.11Je11cc rnn!liag (not 
farther \Vest of Sabine Jti\'Cr on latit11de 3L0 thun filty nii!cs) 
thro:ig-h rhe to\r!l vf Naco~ilnchcs-lilco thrnugh the lO\V!l o( 
i\Iount l~nterprisc to the to\Vtl of llendcrsou: in I(.usk co11nty, 
by such nnlte <JS ti1e c1,•::p:111y 1ni:.rht dee111 111ost advisnblc .. -
'l'h'1 road \\•as to be co1111u1211cl·d \rith:n t\Vn years fro111 the 27th 
of .J;.11Hu1r\·. 1S.J4-. and l\\'(•nty-fi\'C 1niles to be cu1nplctf~d \Yitl!­
in three y~clrs. 'l"lie f10\\'(:r-: g-rauted by lhis charter nre s1n1i!ar 
to those (rrantcd hv 11ll tlie other Jl11ilruad charters of t!ie Stnre. 
\rith the ~~xception· of that nf the ~li~sissippi and .Pacific ftail 
l~oad. It contains no pro,·ision rc<p1iri11.£ the pnyn1ent of auy 
portion of its St•)ck, pre\'ions tn the organization of ttle con1pa-
11v. So far as I run able to ]e<:ll'!l. no \York has e\•r.r been done 
hY this co1upaur 1 and [cannot le~ru thttt nny part of its c<lpit<tl 
stock has e\·er bcrn paid. It is certain that no part ot its orza11-
izatio11, or of its proceedings: capital su.ick: l~c., lins C\'er been 
tnade, as required t-.y onr l;enernl ltailrund l.t\'t. 

'l'Jiis net 110\V proposes to chanl!;e the corporate uame of die 
cotnpany, and to c:\!end the pro\·istons uf an act to encourng-c 
the construction of Hailroads in 'J'ex:1~, hr donntions of J;~nd, 
appro\'ed the 30th of .rnnuary1 185·4, and Cornrnonly ea!!cd tho 
sixteen section hnv, lo this coinpany f()r a period of 0110 year 
fio1n t!Jis tiinc. It grnnts the co1upa:1y so1ne other rights and 
privileges, but in1puses no respot:sihilities or re$triction t:pon the 
stock-holdr.rs, beyond \Vlint 1rns contained in lhu original and 
amended charter, except tlHlt it rl'qnires ail e~eetious fi.1r of· 
ficcrs of 1he cornpauy, to be !ield in this tltntc. 

'J'he appro\'ai of thi3 net 1nu::;t nccessarilyr eonunit tbe State, 
nt least during the continuance of .t!tc present .Legislnture, to au 
extension ofsl1nilar l'L'liel to all the ltailroa<l co1up:.1nies that 
have heretofore !Jl!ell 1.:hartered, \\'bcnever rhes 1nay npp!y fOr 
it, although they have not paid in a doll<1r of their stoc:k~ nor 
done any w1)rk un<lt?r their chi.rtcr, nnd \Vil! 111ost likely lend to 
the grant of ne\v charters of a like character to t!HJSC heretoforo 
granted. 

I& is no\v gencrn!ly :tdinittea throngliout the Stale, thnt our 
p:ist legislation, in regard to 11aih,·ay charters, has been hasty 
nnd i1uperfect. 11hev have been rrrauted to incliv-idnals for 
their O\rll benefit, ,vfrh lar()"e and~ undefined prh·.!l '"~8 and 

h ~ 

po,vci·s, 'vithout i1uposing any responsibility \\"hatercr npou 
the stockholders, and ha\·e1 in inany iIJstances1 been used by the 
corporator.s for purp0sc3 <.1f Jll'i\tatc specu!atior11 \\'iLhout any 
regard tv the \rn11ts and intc1·csts uf tho.::;c ::\:ctiona of the Stntca 



they were o;tcnsibly intended to benefit. Wl1t1l has hcretoforo 
been 'done under charter~ \Yi th po,vers and privilcrrcs like lh is 
n1n.y co:itinn() to be done, un<l it is our duty to re1n~dy this evil' 
as t'nr as it can be done. ' 

I think the public interests <le111ands a reform in otn: 1e ~b3la .. 
tion in rc~ard to R<lilt·oad charters. lf tllo8e ... -..·ho apply for 
t11e1n are unable, or nn\Yilling1 to subscribe and pay for ·stock, 
they have no jnst clai1n f1Jr theKl, and it is an idle and useless 
bnsineas ti) grunt tlien1. The tiu1e has nrriveU \vhcu \VO should 
adopt a soun<l an(l healthy syste1n in regard to corporations. 
'Iheir pov,·ers and priYilcges e.houlcl be lirnitcd and accurately 
defined. 'l'hcy should 110 longer be allo,ved to organize \Vithont 
ct1pi tal ; snc h restrictions and rcsponsi bili ties should be i 1n posed 
un the stoekholdcrs as \vill proteet t}n"!' rights of tlie pnblic, aud 
guard indlYiduals dealing \~'itb theB1 fron1 iinposition .. 

In a co1n1nnnication seut to yon, nt an early period of your 
.::.ossion, I stntel1 that I \V:ls IHJ\villing th.at nny IHnv cLa.rtcrs 
sl10uld be granted Iv individuals for t11eir Oivn beneflt. If UP-W 
charters 1vere necec~s:iry, such routes should be selected as the 
\Vitnts and business of tbocoantry require; their points of con1-
mencc111ent nnd tcnnination should Le designated 1 and charters 
sho!ll<l be grt1nte<l to Cornrnissioners, 'rlio should be required to 
ope.n bnok.R tOr th~ subscription of ·stock, after giving public 
notice. No snbscription should be received, un!eas five per 
cent thereof 'vas paid at the ti1ne of subscribing, and 'vhenever 
the percentage on the capital stock subscribed should a1nount 
to one hundred thousand dollars, the Commissioners should be 
a•thoriscd t0 call a 1neeting of the snbscribe_rs, and hold an 
ctection iOr officers; after "·tii~h the snbBcribers shonttl become 
n. corporation, \Vith all such po\\·ers as nro set forth in the char­
ter. 1~he Co1n1nissioners should have no right under the char­
ter, except us 'l'rnstccs for the benefit of their subscribers, 'vhen 
they organize and beco1ne a corporation, and should be liaLle 
to a heavy pennlt.y for receiving subscriptions of stock, \vithcut 
the payment of fi\·e per cent lhereof in cash. 1.1hc corporation 
thns organized should hnve authority, frcnn titne to ti1ne, to re­
ceive further subscriptions to its capital stock, to the full amount 
thereof, after giviug public notice-the subscribers in all cases 
paying five per cent of their stock at the tin1e of subscribing. 

I have seen no reasons to change these opinions. On tho 
contrary, subsequent reflection has greatly strengthened the1n~ 
and they apply with ec1ual force to tho extension of the charters 
of those companies wliich have not com1nenced \York, and ex­
hibit no evidence showing that they ha Te any capital stock sub­
scribed and paid in. 
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Tho re5trictions here propo~ed n1.'e by no ineans onero'lls, and 
it is \·cry certnin thur. a co1npa11y '\'hich cnunot con1u1anit at 
}east one hnudred thousand llo1lars to co1n1ne11cc v;irh can never 
obtain credit, or !mild a nailrood of the length contemplated 
bv this ch!lrtcr. 

··rhesc cousidera~ions have induced inc to 'vithhold zny ap· 
proral fro1n this A.ct, and to return it to you tbr your re-cou-
oi<leratiou. 10. iL J'EASE. 

On 1notitin of "1{r l~ott: the consideration of the connnunicn­
tion \\"tt.S po.stponetl nntil \Vedncsday~ the 2~~d inst. 

O.n JJJotlon of 2\.J 1· 'faylor, of Cass, the Seu ate adjourned until 
10 o,o!ock to·1no1TO\V 111oruin~. 

S;.T~RIJAY, January lnth, 1856. 
Tb.e Senate 'V;l.S called to order by the Pt'esident pursuant to 

a<ljour111aent-prnycr by the Chaplain-roll callo<l-quorum 
prcscn t. 

The journal ol yesterday wos read and •dopted. 
~fr Palmer presented the petition of Patrick Dunn--rcferred 

to the conunittc 011 private land clainls no. 1. 
Mr :Bryan presented the petition of.N Ohurchill-rcfcrred to 

the co1n1nittce on pri\·atc ]and clairns no. 2. 
1lr llill presented the 1ncn1orin.l (1f the President an(l 11rns· 

tees of Ilutersvil.le Uollcgei praying for a Ja,v pt·ohil?iting the 
sale of ardent spirits in certain li1nits-rl!fi:::rrcd to the cotnmit· 
tee on State Affairs. 

Ale.o the 1ne1norin.l of the President of llutersvillc College, 
for an appropriation for the cstn.blislirnont of a Fen1alc Univer­
sity-referred. to the cornrnittec on education. 

Mr .Bryan, cl1air1nnn of the eo111n1ittcc on edncntion, to 'ivbich 
'\Vas retCrred the iv!ti ti on uf certain citizens of Fort l!cnd county, 
reported tbe folkn'l-·ing bill, 1~co1n1nendin.g its passnge. 

A bill to incorporate the l~'rost Institute-rend fir.3t time. 
Mr Pirkey, from the committee on public lands, submitted 

the fi.11lo\11ing report: 
'rhc cornniittec on public lands, to \Vhich \\as referred tho 

petition of sundry ci11zen3 of G1.·ayson counf~i have had the 
sa1ne under consideration. It appears th:?,t P D111nas, "·ho 
\Vas t\vlce elected District Surveyor of said couHty, executed his 
bonds payable to the Chief Justice in the p<'nnlty of one thou­
sand doliars instead of the Gorernor of tu tllc State of Texas in 
the penal s111n of ten thousand dollars. 

lie \\'as S\\·orn into office and made a. nurnl·lCL' of surveys-it 
docs not appear '\'hether these cuntlict '\"itli survnys prcvionsly 
or subsequently made-the committee lre of opiniou that 


